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Last year, it raised $6,000 for the an-

nual Christmas with a Cop event spon-
sored by the Sierra Vista Police Offi-
cers’ Association. In this photo, you 
can see Lieutenant Stompro engaging 
with a child at Christmas with a Cop, 
which gives 100 underprivileged chil-
dren in Cochise County the oppor-
tunity to spend $100 on whatever they 
wish to purchase. 

For the last 2 years, during the Na-
tional Bike and Walk to School Week, 
he comes in to work before shift and 
transforms one of the armored vehicles 
into a Batmobile, driving Batman and 
Ghostbuster around each school in the 
Sierra Vista neighborhoods to interact 
with the kids. 

Lieutenant Stompro has also worked 
tirelessly over the last several years to 
develop emergency preparedness train-
ing exercises in the local schools and 
developed a lasting partnership with 
the Sierra Vista Unified School Dis-
trict. He took the lead in developing 
exercises to coordinate efforts in the 
event of an active shooter situation. 

Lieutenant Stompro embodies the Si-
erra Vista Police Department’s mantra 
of ‘‘Service with Honor,’’ and we are 
fortunate to have him in our commu-
nity. 

Our team winner for 2017 is the 
Davis-Monthan Air Force Base 355th 
Civil Engineering Squadron Fire Emer-
gency Services, pictured here receiving 
their award. Davis-Monthan’s Fire 
Emergency Services team provides fire, 
rescue, emergency medical, and com-
bat support in 25 operating bases year 
round. 

In the past year, they hosted over 500 
firefighters from 12 neighboring depart-
ments, three local fire academies and 
local law enforcement agencies, and 
joint SWAT/Rescue Task Force train-
ing. 

In the last year, this team provided 
more than 150 hours of fire prevention 
education, supporting over 300 children 
at Borman Elementary and Sonoran 
Science Academy. Additionally, they 
volunteered 250 hours to Habitat for 
Humanity, Tanque Verde Little 
League, STARBASE, Pima Interagency 
Training Committee, Arizona Center 
for Fire Service Excellence, the Public 
Safety and Emergency Services Insti-
tute, and numerous other organiza-
tions. 

Despite being 30 percent under-
manned, they protect $50 billion in as-
sets and 14,000 personnel. Even with the 
diverse demands, they were able to 
combine their experience, hard work, 
and talent to garner the prestigious 
milestone of Commission on Fire Ac-
creditation International, an honor 
only 230 departments in the world have 
earned. 

Mr. Speaker, these are just two ex-
amples of the heroic and extraordinary 
first responders we are blessed to have 
serving in my district. We will never 
fully be able to repay these individuals 
for the way they shaped and improved 
our lives, but we can applaud them and 
offer our sincerest gratitude. 

Before I yield back, I want to point 
out I am standing here in my profes-
sional attire, which happens to be a 
sleeveless dress and open-toed shoes. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 35 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, West-
ern Diocese, Armenian Church of North 
America, Burbank, California, offered 
the following prayer: 

Almighty God, it is with a grateful 
and humble heart that I gaze upon You 
with supplications for lasting peace, 
prosperity, and commonweal for the 
great country of the United States, 
which so many people of diverse back-
grounds proudly call home. 

As the spiritual leader of the Arme-
nians on the West Coast, I bring the 
intercession of my flock, and I ask You 
O Lord to grant wisdom, compassion, 
and righteousness to all Congressmen 
and Congresswomen so that they may 
lead this country through the paths of 
justice, liberty, and equality. 

Compassionate God, forgive the sins 
of all Your servants and make them 
vessels of Your divine will so that in 
all their endeavors they may remember 
Your commandments and act according 
to the United States’ national interests 
in defense of the country’s sovereignty. 

This I ask in Your holy Name. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

WELCOMING ARCHBISHOP HOVNAN 
DERDERIAN 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
SCHIFF) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

recognize my friend, Archbishop 
Hovnan Derderian, Primate of the 
Western Diocese of the Armenian 
Church of North America, and to thank 
him for delivering the opening prayer 
on the House floor today. 

Archbishop Derderian has had a tre-
mendous impact on people of all faiths 
and has played a vital role in the reli-
gious and civic life of millions. 

Since his election as primate in 2003, 
Archbishop Derderian has been a dedi-
cated religious servant for the thou-
sands of congregants who look to him 
for guidance, managing a diocese which 
covers the Western United States. 

In the large Armenian-American di-
aspora community that I am proud to 
represent, Archbishop Derderian is an 
articulate and steadfast voice for the 
values of faith, family, and community 
service that are at the core of the Ar-
menian people’s perseverance and 
strength. 

Archbishop Derderian and the West-
ern Diocese have joined other religious 
and community leaders in rallying sup-
port and aid for Armenia, Artsakh, and 
for refugees fleeing the horrors of civil 
war in Syria and Iraq. 

I thank the Archbishop for all that 
he does to make our community and 
our Nation stronger. I am proud that 
Congress today was able to hear the 
moral leadership he brings to his work 
in the Western Diocese. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE 
of Texas). The Chair will entertain up 
to 15 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

PANAMA CITY BEACH HUMAN 
CHAIN 

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the bravery and the inge-
nuity of more than 80 beachgoers in 
Panama City Beach last weekend. As 
many were enjoying the crystal blue 
waters of the Gulf, a family of six and 
four others became caught up in a rip-
tide. Losing strength to fight their way 
back to shore, the swimmers screamed 
for help and faced a tragic fate. 

Thankfully, ordinary citizens did 
something extraordinary. One of them 
was Jessica Simmons, who noticed the 
struggling swimmers from a nearby 
sandbar. She said to herself: ‘‘Those 
people are not drowning today.’’ Jes-
sica helped coordinate dozens of others 
to form a human chain from the shore 
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